The Solvent Extractors’ Association of India

Castor Crop Survey: 2011-12
Executive Summary

· The Solvent Extractors’ Association of India (SEA) is a broad based all India apex body of solvent extraction industry and at present practically all-working solvent extraction units are its members. The association continuously gives feedback to the members about the developments taking place in the country and world.  

· As one of the activity, SEA was interested in crop estimation for Castor Seeds in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh. Thus SEA commissioned Nielsen India to conduct a crop estimation study for Castor Seeds in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh.

· Nielsen India is the largest market research agency in the subcontinent with the requisite experience, expertise and infrastructure to conduct such studies.

· Nielsen India is conducting such studies since 2004-05 on behalf of SEA. This year, Nielsen India conducted the study on behalf of SEA in Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh during the period October 2011 – February 2012. 
· Entire study was carried out in major districts of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh.  Since for castor harvesting extends up to March/April, this year Nielsen will be conducting survey in 5 rounds. 

· The crop estimates presented in this report are based on 3 rounds.  4th and 5th round will be conducted in the month of March and April to finalize the estimates.  

GUJARAT
· This year there is exponential growth in area under Castor crop in Gujarat.  Area under Castor crop for the year 2011-12 is 6.97 lakh hectares. It has increased by 44% as compared to previous year.  Area under Castor crop has increased in all the districts of Gujarat this year.  Castor crop area in Kachchh, Surendranagar, Vadodara and Patan districts grown by more than 50%   

· Estimated total production of Castor Seeds in Gujarat for the year 2011-12 is 12.26 lakh tonnes, it has increased by 36% as compared to previous year and highest in the history of Gujarat. However this growth is mainly in the districts such as Patan (76%), Kachchh 74%), and Vadodara (73%).  Gandhinagar and Sabarkantha districts have experienced comparatively low growth in yield, 10% and 9% respectively.      
· Average yield for the year 2011-12 is 1760 kg/hectare as against 1863 kg/hectare during the year 2010-11
District–wise Area, Yield and Production of Castor Seeds in Gujarat 

 (2011-12)

	District
	Estimated Area Under Crop * 
         ('000 ha.)
	Estimated Production   *                                                       ( '000 tonnes)
	Estimated Yield *                       
         (Kg/ha.)

	
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change

	Ahmedabad
	14
	20
	43%
	23
	34
	48%
	1659
	1697
	2%

	Banaskantha
	105
	146
	39%
	211
	270
	28%
	2001
	1858
	-7%

	Gandhinagar
	32
	36
	13%
	67
	74
	10%
	2109
	2053
	-3%

	Jamnagar
	9
	13
	44%
	17
	25
	47%
	1819
	1852
	2%

	Kachchh
	64
	108
	69%
	90
	157
	74%
	1414
	1456
	3%

	Kheda
	13
	18
	38%
	23
	34
	48%
	1815
	1927
	6%

	Mahesana
	59
	87
	47%
	119
	135
	13%
	2006
	1553
	-23%

	Panchmahal
	2
	3
	50%
	4
	5
	25%
	1626
	1648
	1%

	Patan
	47
	73
	55%
	89
	157
	76%
	1912
	2147
	12%

	Rajkot
	13
	15
	15%
	22
	30
	36%
	1677
	1971
	18%

	Sabarkantha
	61
	74
	21%
	125
	136
	9%
	2055
	1852
	-10%

	Surendranagar
	39
	65
	67%
	62
	95
	53%
	1608
	1461
	-9%

	Vadodara
	13
	21
	62%
	24
	41
	71%
	1888
	1975
	5%

	Others
	13
	18
	38%
	24
	32
	33%
	1897
	1760
	-7%

	Total
	484
	697
	44%
	900
	1226
	36%
	1863
	1760
	-6%


   * Nielsen India estimates  

Rainfall

This year, Castor producing districts of Gujarat state have received 761 mm of rainfall which is 16% less than last year rainfall in these districts. About 1/3rd of the farmers opined that the post sowing rainfall was inadequate this year.

RAJASTHAN

· Similar to Gujarat in Rajasthan also Castor crop area has increased heavily. Total area under Castor crop in Rajasthan for the year 2011-12 is 1.69 lakh hectares. It has increased by 33% as compared to previous year.  This year, area under Castor crop has increased in all the castor growing districts.  
· Estimated total production of Castor Seeds in Rajasthan for the year 2011-11 is                2.07 lakh tonnes. It has increased by 15% as compared to previous year. Except Jodhpur all other districts production has increased as compared to previous year.  Production in Rajasthan has increased mainly due to increase in area.  

· Average yield for the year 2011-12 is 1222 kg/hectare, which is 14% less than previous year.  Except Pali district yield has decreased in all the districts of Rajasthan due to inadequate rainfall during growth stage of crop, dew and water shortage.  
District–wise Area, Yield and Production of Castor Seeds in Rajasthan

(2011-12)

	District
	Estimated Area Under Crop * 
         ('000 ha.)
	Estimated Production   *                                                       ( '000 tonnes)
	Estimated Yield *                       
         (Kg/ha.)

	
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change

	Barmer
	6.60
	11.70
	77%
	10.0
	15.3
	53%
	1429
	1310
	-8%

	Jalore
	52.99
	67.40
	27%
	78.0
	82.6
	6%
	1472
	1225
	-17%

	Jodhpur
	16.67
	20.00
	20%
	23.0
	19.3
	-16%
	1438
	963
	-33%

	Pali
	3.72
	8.00
	115%
	5.0
	10.3
	106%
	1250
	1291
	3%

	Sirohi
	28.79
	37.40
	30%
	38.0
	49.1
	29%
	1310
	1313
	0%

	Others
	18.01
	24.50
	36%
	26.0
	30.4
	17%
	1444
	1222
	-15%

	Total
	126.78
	169.00
	33%
	180.0
	206.9
	15%
	1417
	1222
	-14%


· Nielsen India estimates  

Rainfall 

This year, Castor Seeds producing districts of Rajasthan state have received 673 mm average rainfall, which is 50% higher than average rainfall in these districts.  Farmers opined that though pre and post sowing rainfall was adequate, they are experiencing water shortage for the increased castor area, which will have impact on yield also there will be impact of cold waves on yield this year.   
ANDHRA PRADESH

· Total area under Castor crop in Andhra Pradesh for the year 2011-12 is 2.30 lakh hectares. It has increased by 16% as compared to previous year.  Area under Castor crop has increased in all other districts except Rangareddy. 
· Estimated total production of Castor Seeds in Andhra Pradesh for the year 2011-12 is    1.56 lakh tonnes. It has increased by 11% as compared to previous year due to increase in area.  

· Average yield for the year 2011-12 is 677 kg/hectare, which is 4% less than the previous year.  Yield has been decreased due to inadequate rainfall during the progress of the crop 

District–wise Area, Yield and Production of Castor Seeds in Andhra Pradesh

(2011-12)

	District
	Estimated Area Under Crop * 
         ('000 ha.)
	Estimated Production   *                                                       ( '000 tonnes)
	Estimated Yield *                       
         (Kg/ha.)

	
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change

	Anantpur
	4.2
	18.4
	338%
	3.4
	13.7
	308%
	742
	687
	-7%

	Kurnool
	56.3
	77.0
	37%
	43.0
	53.2
	24%
	764
	690
	-10%

	Mahbubnagar
	90.3
	108.5
	20%
	67.0
	74.6
	11%
	800
	742
	-7%

	Prakasam 
	7.1
	9.8
	38%
	4.0
	3.8
	-5%
	564
	386
	-32%

	Rangareddy
	4.2
	3.0
	-29%
	3.0
	1.6
	-47%
	714
	529
	-26%

	Other Districts
	36.0
	13.0
	-64%
	19.6
	8.8
	-55%
	707
	677
	-4%

	Total
	198.0
	229.7
	16%
	140.0
	155.7
	11%
	707
	677
	-4%


* Nielsen India estimates  
Rainfall 
This year, all the Castor Seeds producing districts of Andhra Pradesh state have received 385 mm average rainfall, which is 25% less than average rainfall in these districts (last year it was 36% higher than average).  
ALL INDIA

· Total area under Castor crop in India for the year 2011-12 is 11.50 lakh hectares. It has increased by 34% as compared to previous year.  

· Estimated total production of Castor Seeds in India for the year 2011-12 is 16.19 lakh tonnes.  It has increased by 30% as compared to previous year.  

· Average yield for the year 2011-12 is 1417 kg/hectare as against 1453 kg/hectare during the year 2010-11.  It has decreased by 3% as compared to previous year.

` State–wise Area, Yield and Production of Castor Seeds in India 

 (2011-12)

	District
	Estimated Area Under Crop * 
         ('000 ha.)
	Estimated Production   *                                                       ( '000  tonnes)
	Estimated Yield *                       
         (Kg/ha.)

	
	2010-11
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11

@
	2011-12
	% 
Change
	2010-11 @
	2011-12
	% 
Change

	Gujarat
	483
	697
	44%
	900
	1226
	36%
	1863
	1760
	-6%

	Rajasthan
	127
	169
	33%
	180
	207
	15%
	1417
	1222
	-14%

	Andhra Pradesh
	198
	230
	16%
	140
	156
	11%
	707
	677
	-4%

	Other States #
	52
	54
	3%
	30
	30
	1%
	576
	564
	-2%

	Total
	860
	1150
	34%
	1250
	1619
	30%
	1453
	1417
	-3%


   * Nielsen India estimates;   # Secondary source  @ revised in June 2011
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